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the galaxy's light and thus requires long exposure times. 
With this latest discovery, astronomers can now predict 

black hole masses directly from the images of galaxies, by 
measuring the fall-off in luminosity from the centre to the 
edge, and thus determining the concentration. This way, 
thousands of very distant galaxies can be studied cheaply 
and effectively. Astronomers hope to gain a deeper 
understanding of the evo­
lution of these enigmatic 
objects, which appear 
prevalent throughout our 
Universe. 

The work was based 
on archival data obtained 
with the NASA/BSA 
Hubble Space Telescope, 
and the Isaac Newton 
Group of Telescopes at 
theSpanish Observatorio 
del Roque de Los Much­
achos (La Palma). 
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